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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTE

March——ABril 2011 Reaching 730 Homes in the Monticello Park Neighborhood

' NEXT MEETING | MEET THE NEIGHBORS

: _ by Jan Peranteau
MONDAY

March 28, 2011

7:00PM

| Grace Presbyterian Church
| 950 Donaldson Avenue

Step back in time and ride the bus for a quarter.
You must be 62 years old and have a Reduced
fare LD. Now, laugh at the price of gas at the
pump. Sandee and Galen Gibson decided to try
the bus lines about a week ago and found it to be
areal adventure. “We got on 91 and rode to
town in fifteen minutes, “ Sandee Gibson said.

Another neighbor, Earline Valdez, gave advice.
“Make sure you don’t sit by the window. I sat
by the window once. A drunk went to sleep
beside me and I had a hard time getting out.”

: : Valdez often rides the bus to Southwest Craft
O O R N R W S W : Center where she takes weaving classes. She

Our January meeting Earline Valdez and Sandee Gibson wait | | 2150 explained,”] used to take the 509 to
featured at the Monticello Park bus stop for their lnc?mat:n\tvcc:)rdtUmﬁ\:erm’t’y. “IIKOIU-:;?;G}‘: at the
t iting bus ride. Retirem enier there, en ed how
y TRASHTALK § HE ke long it took, Valdez replied, “Oh, it was less
H a well-received presentation § than thirty minutes. I’d say between fifteen and
: by Solid Waste : twenty-five minutes. «
Management Director,
D fvi d McCary § Valdez said, “Usually, the talk is friendly.” She remembered one such conversation. “A young

§ man sat beside an older woman who was all dressed up. She had on red gloves. The young
J man kept saying, ‘you’re such a nice grandma.” Sometimes though, the people are not so nice.

Our March meeting will  §{ She remembered one of the colorful neighborhood characters who ranted on and on. “But the

feature i bus gets you where you want to go.”
M H One morning, Gibson and Jan Peranteau set out for the Pearl Brewery on Broadway. Since this
TOPICS ¥ is a trendy spot for shopping and eating, and the goal was simply to get there and get back
a presentation by i home. The trip to the former brewery took about twenty minutes including a transfer at Five
Robert Reyna y Points. Transfers for seniors are seven cents. Peranteau and Gibson got there, crossed a
of the Public Works H parking lot, got a catcall or two, and headed for the Twig Book Store. The two visited the
§ cooking store, Melissa Guerra’s Tienda de Cocina. Finally, the duo rounded out the shopping
Department § venture at Adelante, a children and women’s clothing store. Since the farmer’s market is not

We will be hearing an

: § open n weekdays, Peranteau and Gibson decided to dine at Il Sogno, an upscale restaurant
4 update on the maintenance

i where the two sat at the bar and watched the chefs preparing food.

il/;;rtt:tr;::zlt:g:rgi(p l.?chz:el ¥ On another day, Public Information Coordinator for Via Metropolitan, Andy Scheidt , shared

E : : § information about the Via Bus System. He said, “We have ninety-one bus lines that operate
projects include SAWS, f ccven days a week. The hours of operation are from 4 a.m. to 1 a.m. We go out as far as Loop
CPS, and Solid Waste 8 1604 and offer a variety of services.” He said, “Categories of service include frequent, metro,
Management i express, skip, and streetcar as well as Via Trans for special needs, special event, and vanpool

¥ service.”

Continued on page 7
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Thanks to all who attended the last General Assembly. We heard a
very informative program from David McCary with Solid Waste Man-
agement. We learned about the many changes that the city has
implemented and some of the rule changes which have taken place.
Yet, with the recent brush pick-up, many still included large trash
items as in the past. These neighbors were dismayed to discover
that those items were not picked up. All should remember that nei-
ther trash nor brush is to be left in the sidewalk area except on the
dates of scheduled pick-ups. The large trash item pick-up will take
place later in the year and will be announced ahead of time. At that
time, no brush will be picked up, only trash.

The neighborhood association has been busy this month with a cou-
ple of issues. Our advice was requested by the city concerning the
small island on Kampmann Boulevard across from Thomas Jeffer-
son High School. We are concerned for the future of this island and
the surrounding campus, and our response to the city is included in
this newsletter on page 10 and 11. We have registered our rejec-
tion of the request as it stands, and the Jefferson Neighborhood As-
sociation has done the same.

Ouir first social event was held at the end of February. The MPNA
Board decided that to encourage membership and neighbors getting
to know one another, we would schedule a social event on the
months that we do not hold a General Assembly. If this is any indi-
cation, we are off to a good start. If you missed this one, don't miss
the next one on April 22. See the last page for details.

We continue to monitor the BRT situation and plans for the bus stop
at the end of Mary Louise Drive. While our input has already been
made, we are keeping in touch with our Councilman and the city
concerning the plans as they unfold. Stay tuned, if we have another
call to action concerning this, you will be the first to know! We are
also staying on top of the new bills presented in the Texas
Congress in regards to electronic billboards. Your help is needed!
See page 14 in this newsletter.

Our next General Assembly is Monday. We will be hearing an up-
date on the alley maintenance currently going on in Monticello Park.
Many have been concerned that alleys are being closed, but in fact,
they are being upgraded. Come listen to the progress and the
plans.

Please plan to attend the events coming up soon...the General As-
sembly, the MPNA Social, and the Garage Sale.

Ferne Burney
President, MPNA
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Handbill Distribution on
Public and Private Property
An update to the City code

Gives citizens an avenue to restrict the distribution
of advertisements on their property where “No So-
licitation "-type signs are displayed in a conspicu-
ous place upon or near main entrance to property

P'BiﬂiS...

Chapter 21-3 Advertising on
Public and Private Property

a. It shall be uniawfisl for any person to paint, print, stamp or indent
letters, words or figures, on any fence, tree, post, building wall
building, walk, sidevwallk, or bridge in this city., without having
first obtained the consent of the parties owning or controlling the

wre i raffiti is just an awa’

Reporting graffiti in San Antonio just got a touch easier. The City's Graffiti
Abatement Program has teamed up with App-Order.com to create "mySanAntonioTX"
smart phone application that will allow residents with Andreid phones to send real time
graffiti information and photos to the department.

Using a built-in global positioning system the application will attach a location to
the picture and send the information to the Graffiti Abatement Program. The electronic
submissions will then be routed to the appropriate City staff or outside agency. Residents
can also choose to receive updates on the status of their request.

Residents with iPhones are expected to be able to obtain the "mySanAntonioTX"
within the next six weeks. For more information on this new program, call Lisa McKenzie,
graffiti abatement coordinator, Code Enforcement Services Department at 207-5430.




Make it Your Mission Celebration
Mission San Jose

Treasures at Twilight Gala

Starving Artist Art Show
SAHA Park, 818 S. Flored

Viva Botanica
SA Botanical Garden

Valero Texas Open |
TPC San Antonio |

Fiesta Hat Contest and Luncheon |
The Woman’s Club of San Antonio,
Marriott Rivercenter

A Taste of San Antonio |

Primer Sabado!
Market Square

MPNA Garage Sale
Monticello Park

National Night Out
Monticello Park




....... continued from page 1

Regular bus fare is $1.10 per ride with 15-cent transfers. The bus
service offers free information about individual bus routes, For
customer service call 362-2020. Representatives will help people
plan their bus trips or one can go on line at The
Crossroads bus terminal and Park and Ride is the place to obtain
a reduced fare 1D. and monthly passes as well as one day passes

and semester passes for students riding the bus. These vary in
price from $30 for a monthly pass to $35.00 for a semester pass.

Scheidt said that all buses are equipped with wheelchair access.
The bus driver assists persons with wheelchairs to be safely
secured in the bus. He also said that all buses are cleaned on a
daily basis.

Finally, Scheidt spoke about those unruly riders who sometimes
make a bus ride difficult. “We now have rules for bus travel.
Theses rules are posted inside the buses. If a passenger is
breaking the rules, he or she can be put off the bus. The police
can be called if necessary.”

When asked about improvements in the VIA system, Scheidt
said, “We have increased our alternately powered vehicles. We
now have thirty hybrids and four buses that use compressed
natural gas. We will be adding a few all-electric buses to the fleet
of 446 buses already in existence. “ With service area covering
1,226.07 square miles, why not give bus riding a chance and sit
back and enjoy the ride?

Andy Scheidt, spokesman for VIA Transit, gives
us the scoop on the benefits of riding the bus

Fresh Air Friday - April 1, 2011

AACOG and the City of San Antonio will host the fifth
annual Fresh Air Friday event at Main Plaza on April 1,
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Enjoy a leisurely stroll
during lunch and join us for music, food, prizes, and
giveaways. Local organizations will provide helpful
information on improving air quality and other "green"
measures that help our environment, promote active
and

healthy living, and save you money!

This will be a great opportunity to discover what others
are doing to bring about cleaner air, improve
transportation, and keep our city beautiful. Winners of
AACOG's 2011 Air Quality Stewardship Award,

who have significantly contributed toward reducing air
pollution through various voluntary efforts, will also be
recognized at this event. In case of rain, this event will
be held on April 8, at the same time and same place.
Call (210) 362-5213 or e-mail aprosterman@aacog.com
for more information.

The Monticello Park Scholarship Committee is

taking applications for its $1000 scholarship for a

graduating senior. If your family lives within the
MPNA boundaries and you attend Jefferson High
School, a school administrator will be able to
nominate you. If you live within the boundaries
of MPNA but do not attend Jefferson, you need
to call Ron Hubbert at 732-5543 to obtain an
application. The deadline for the self-nominating

applications is April 15, 2011.




In short, to earn a $50 rebate you need to:

PLANT

*

AVE MONEY. Purchase an approved tree. There are 15 to choose from. The

smallest size you can purchase is a 5 gallon (see the qualified
trees on the CPS Green Shade link)

Plant the tree on the East, South or West side of an air-
conditioned structure

Save your receipt from the purchase of the tree

Complete the rebate application (go to the attached CPS rebate
site)

. 4 -
SREEN SHADE

o your hoos or business by wsing bress to
shade yous property and qualify for a

50 rebate. |,
CRSCY| wrerre B

Submit completed application with receipt.

Program ends April 1, 2011

The San Antonio Public Library is developing a strategic plan to provide a
| can ANTONIO PUBLIC Lisrany | cohesive vision and direction for the next five years and beyond for library

STRATEGIC PLAN |servicesin our community.

The Next Chapter

The San Antonio Public Library plays a critical role in the continued growth of
San Antonio. As the City’s educational arm, the library system is directly tied to

our collective goals of business recruitment and economic development;
community and neighborhood revitalization; and literacy and educational achievement. The San Antonio Public Library
understands its important role and desires to be a relevant service organization by anticipating the future and adapting
accordingly so the Library can continue to be a responsive service organization.

A consulting team led by KGBTexas and The Ivy Group, which has consulted for more than 50 library systems across North
America, will draw on best practices and innovations from high-achieving libraries around the country and a thorough market
analysis of the Library’s service areas to guide the strategic planning process. The resulting plan will recommend strategic
initiatives to enhance customer service, increase operational efficiencies and maintain relevance through adaptation of emerging
technologies.

The plan will be developed with a high level of stakeholder and public engagement, allowing the entire community to participate
in a unified vision for the Library. Updates will be publicized through the media, social media and on a dedicated page of the

Library’s website, and the public will have an opportunity to comment on the draft plan at a public meeting planned for the
summer of 2011.
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The following response was formulated by the MPNA Board and sent to the city in response to the city’s request for our opinion of

the possible destruction of the island on Kampmann Boulevard and the closing of Kampmann Boulevard on the western side of the
island:

The board of Monticello Park Neighborhood Association objects to this proposal for the following reasons:

We have not yet seen a master plan. Our vision and approval cannot be made with knowing what your vision is for the site. As
shown in the attached photos, different from yours, the site does not appear closed, vacant, and abandoned. It is a neighborhood
pocket park in need of some loving attention by the neighborhood. Please notice the other two pocket parks, Monticello Park (at
the corner of Kampmann Boulevard and Club Drive) and the park at the other end of the neighborhood (corner of Vollum and
Fredericksburg). The Near Northwest Community Plan, Action Step 6.1.1 states "Have each neighborhood association take an
inventory of potential pocket park opportunities among vacant properties within their boundaries and work to adopt these

properties as parks." We have had a hand in each of the park projects including the landscaping ideas along the Fredericksburg
corridor,

This pocket park is not just a part of the streetscape of a neighborhood. It is a feature of a historic district. We are mindful of any
changes made to the features visible from the street throughout our district, this included. Especially in a historic district, certain
historic views of National Historic Landmarks should be protected, i.e. the view down Furr Drive of the domes, and the view across
Kampmann from Denaldson. | am including an old postcard which says it all in our estimation.

The park is also part of the 100-year flood plain. Additions to the campus should certainly be aware of this, and substantial
changes would likely be problematic for all involved.

Recent history has seen the renewal of the walkability of Monticello Park. Closing the western side of Kampmann Boulevard will
interfere with the route taken by many neighbors every evening. While other urban neighborhoods (Alta Vista, Beacon Hill) have
added greenspace and walking trails, this would likely be a step for us in the opposite direction.

Although Kampmann Drive would not be completely closed, the proposed closure on the western side of the park would force
drivers coming from the west on Donaldson Avenue to make not just a sharp left turn, but a more than ninety-degree angle to

maneuver onto Kampmann Boulevard. Nearly all of our neighbors use the western branch of Kampmann to return to Monticelio
Park from West Donaldson.




We understand the issues of additional space being mandated by new state regulations. We appreciate the challenges facing the
high school. We are in complete support of the school, working with them on issues that face any high school, cooperating with

- them on traffic issues and students moving through our community to get to school. We provide at least one scholarship per year
to a deserving senior at Thomas Jefferson High School. But we do not appreciate that this proposal will add any substantial

addition to the campus. Several sites around the school seem more appropriate for expansion and are not included in a historic
district.

We must respond with a denial of approval on this proposal. We have also taken this proposal as a call to action on the attention
to this well-regarded part of our neighborhood.,




MPNA
Fall Garage Sale "’

Saturday, May 7, 2011

The garage sale will be from 9:00 — 5:00 at the Monticello Park.

The cost is $25.00 to reserve a space. One simple phone call gets you a hassle free day of selling to as many people
as we can fit into the park! We take care of all of the permits, the advertising, and the layout of the park.
You keep all of the money from the sales of your booth.

All of the money that MPNA makes goes towards our scholﬁ'arship for a graduating
senior from Jefferson High School or a graduating senior from the Monticello
Neighborhood.

You can reserve your space by calling 732-5543.

If you do not think that you have enough “stuff” to sell or that you really do not want to spend your day at the park
then think about donating it to the
Monticello Park booth. Again, all of the money that we make from this booth
will go towards our scholarship fund.

Just a gentle reminder that NO landscaping changes or modifications to the outside of your
home can be made in our historic district without the approval of the Office of Historic = 425
Preservation.

1
=ﬂ Once proposed changes are presented, a determination will be made whether or not the pro- £
posal must be presented to the Historic District Review Board.

The offices are located at 1901 S. Alamo in San Antonio, phone 215-9274.

You may contact the office on-line at chp@sanantonio.gov.




“‘FREE” Exercisa Smiuns In your local Park

The City of San Antonio's Matro Health Department, Parks & Recreation,
and the Mayor’s Fitness Council are working tagether to bring you and
your family ‘Fliness in the Park!’

FREE activities Professional Instructors icipating Par|

offered include: provided by: » Lions Falid (2805 Brositéay)
* M G solibuit fvid
= Zumba = YMCA # Pittrman Sulliven {1104 icwa)
« Yoga < Spectrum AIStiC CIUBS - peapauie 1302 Dominoutty
; - i i 1 ® in fraed o the YHOA
« Boot camps = Lifetime Fitness « Woodizmn (12030 Cliisrat]
» Walking Grougs « UTSA = Crasay 6oS BrOaNG te e House

| ) o s Woodard Pork (1011 Poeita S5)
« Mountain Biking « Bexar County Active Living  « OP Suhnabel (9808 Banders)

i 2 il - B ot & Near i me PO
» Stratching Cauncil - Brysn Mufice « Motliater {15202 Jones Malisberder)
« RUWellness ; ® By the Depd Bark
» Core  HermigFair (600 Hemisfair Way)
» Running » Letsgo210 # By O Kyt Tomsmure

February 22—-May 31, 2011
Open fo ail ages and fitness levels
Ne regisiration reguired

Schedule of delss, limes and claesss; from Fel, 22 - March 5t lisied on tha bask of his Fyar.
For ocinplabe schezule on FIT Farc g o2 wivw Sthslarce o

I s veonled [k i valurisar In become = Fiaiess in the Pack Insiruclr,
Erail: psdmtgmia@ammmnmm

Taw Ma r"sFimess Council
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A CALL TO ACTION!!!

Here is what is at stake:

SB 971 would allow digital billboards inside Texas Cities and ETJs. As you know, several groups fought the
proliferation of these billboards for two years, and the City Council did not extend the pilot program. This bill would
allow billboard companies to put up additional billboards that would be used for emergency/amber alert systems
when not used for regular advertising.

Below is the rationale for opposing this legislation:
VOTE NO TO STATE AND FEDERAL MANDATES
TO ERECT DIGITAL BILLBOARDS

INSIDE TEXAS CITIES AND ETJS

SB 971 by Hinojosa and HB 1768 by Sid Miller

* Overrides local ordinances and the will of the people to decide how their city should look. Over 250 Texas cities
currently prohibit; many more strictly restrict the erection of new billboards; all would be superseded by these bills.
* Delegates billboard control to a second state agency (currently TxDOT regulates billboards)

* Duplicates existing $105 million State emergency/amber alert system

o Existing State-owned system has about 580 electronic signs on the ROW that effectively & ONLY display
emergency, traffic and amber alerts.

o New, second system will be confusing, distracting and ineffective due to the Iocatibn away from the highway ROW
and constantly mixing emergency messages with commercial advertising messages.

o New, second system will be privately operated by billboard companies creating potentially serious future security
issues

- Bottom line-—

o These are NOT primarily emergency/homeland security billboards designed to assist the public. Instead they are
primarily commercial advertising billboards designed and owned by the mulit-billion dollar billboard industry that
leveraging fear to erect unnecessary jumbo-tron electronic changeable message TV screens throughout Texas cities
and ETJs even if they are not wanted by the people who live there.

o0 The billboard system is NOT needed since taxpayers have already invested $105 million dollars to build 580+
TXDOT signs that are currently operating on the ROWS, along all evacuation routes and are effectively used ONLY
used to display emergency information.

MPNA Board is opposed to these bills and would ask your help by communicating with
our state legislators (Leticia Van de Putte and Trey Martinez-Fisher). Action is needed
by everyone as soon as possible!
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SOCIAL NUMBER TWO

Okay, so we didn’t know what to name this that would be clever and
catchy, but the truth is, we will be holding another social event during the
month of April!

Friday, April 22
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm
470 Furr Drive

Bring a favorite hors d’oeuvre
(23 Bring along several copies of the recipe for the
%] dish so that others can learn how to make the
same delicious snack! '

Beverages provided by the MPNA




