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NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER

Reaching 730 Homes in the Monticello Park Neighborhood
MEET THE NEIGHBORS

"All my wishes end where | hope my days will end, at Monticello"
Does that sound like one of our neighbors? No, it is a quotation from the man who
not only was one of the outstanding citizens ever in our nation, our neighborhood
high school is named after him: Thomas Jefferson. And of course, Monticello
Park is a reference to the name of the home Jefferson built and died in, Monticello.

We have all worked hard on our lessons and
passed our American history class, so much
of the information concerning our third
President would be repetitious to you. Our
“Meet the Neighbors” in this issue will focus
on some of the more rare facts concerning
this man.

Did you know that Thomas Jefferson was
born at Shadwell (hence the street name one
block from the school), his family estate in
Virginia?

Jefferson kept a mockingbird named Dick in
the White House study, and let the bird ride
on his shoulder whenever possible. President
Jefferson even trained Dick to take bits of
food that he held between his lips at meals! i
When Jefferson went upstairs, his faithful
companion would hop up after him, step after step, never far from his side. Dick
would have to remain upstairs if Jefferson had guests for dinner.

Thomas Jefferson

Bears brought back from Lewis and Clark's famous expedition were displayed in
cages on the White House lawn. For years the White House was sometimes re-
ferred to as the "president's bear garden."

Thomas Jefferson was once given a 1,235 pound hunk of cheese, giving us the
term "the big cheese." Jefferson once ate a tomato in public to prove it wasn't poi-
sonous. Thomas Jefferson was a vegetarian, green peas were his favorite. He had a
huge greenhouse where he cultivated a wide variety of pea plants along with a
wide variety of native plants.

Continued on page 7
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Hello from the MPNA Board!

We are working on recommendations for our neighborhood in re-
gards to the Near Northwest Community Plan. We discussed it
briefly during our last General Assembly, and | thought you would
want an update. As we work toward a Master Plan for the
neighborhood, an important step for our future, we must keep our
neighborhoods preserved.

The following was forwarded to the city from our Board:
The highest priority of the list on the plan for MPNA is the sidewalks

on Vollum Avenue from Fredencksburg Road to Woodlawn Lake.
The arerm Louise 1 i

street abuttmg the curb.

Fundmg for the sidewalks on the west side of Lake Boulevard from

Club Drive to Donaldson was requested as well. This area remains
a high foot traffic area, and the extension of the already constructed
sidewalks needs to be completed.

A request was also made for sidewalks at the corner of North and
Shearer.

We also continue to keep our fingers on the pulse of Club Pulse.
Much activity is taking place in the courts, but for us, it is a watch
and wait situation. As for the location itself, all seems in a holding
pattern. Stay tuned.

Finally, we circulated a flyer several weeks ago which commented
on our feature article from the March-April 2010 newsletter. In that
article, quotes were related which proved to contain inaccurate in-
formation. The MPNA wants to remind our readers that opinions
quoted and published in the newsletter are those of the speaker and
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the neighborhood associa-
tion. We regret that remarks concerning Joe Alderete contained
information which was inaccurate. Monticello Park Neighborhood
Association regrets any confusion resulting from those remarks.

I hope that you will take time to attend the General Assembly on
Monday night!

Ferne Burney
President
Monticello Park Neighborhood Association
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MONTICELLO PARK NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION
\ The Monticello Park Neighborhood Association is for everyone (owners and renters).
e Yes, I want to invest in my neighborhood. Enclosed is my 2009 contribution.
Name: Phone:
Address:
E-mail Address:

I would also like to help on the following committees:

Membership
Dues

I:l Finance D Social Activities I:l Park

I:l Fundraising I:l Safety/Crime Prevention D Zoning

I:I Membership I:l Historical Preservation D Home Tour

D Directory I:l Scholarship D Newsletter
Send to:

MPNA P.O. Box 5851 San Antonio, TX 78201

D $10 Senior Dues
D $15 Member Dues
D $__ Additional for




Laddie Place 3 Update

Laddie Place Phase 3-Northwest Shopping Center
Monticello Park/Jefferson/Woodlawn areas saw hor-
rific flooding in 1998 and 2002. The homes along
Kampmann saw a surge of water which came out of
the street and entered homes, swept away cars, and cut
off access from emergency services. At Woodlawn
Lake, the homes became submerged in water and be-
came floating islands. The community was promised
efforts to assist with flood control and therefore the
Laddie Projects emerged: Laddie 1, 2, and 3. The City
of San Antonio funded Laddie 1 and 2 (completed and
operational) and Bexar County will fund Laddie 3.
One might ask what are the Laddie Projects? They are
a series of detention ponds designed to hold water and
then slowly release runoff water in a controlled effort:
24 to 48 hours after a significant rainfall. Detention
ponds protect a community from a surge of water and
decrease the flow rate of water in a drainage channel.
Typically, they are located in low lying areas with
access off a major drainage channel. The goal of
Laddie 1, 2, and 3 will be to provide a regional solu-
tion for flood control. Will it eliminate all the flood-
ing in our communities? No, but is will reduce the
severity and damage. Laddie 1 is located off Spencer
Lane and Laddie 2 is off Fredericksburg on the south
side. The last project Laddie 3 will be located at the
Northwest Shopping Center.
The County held public meetings about changes in the
100 year flood plain maps and regional projects which
were planneéd. Laddie 3 emerged as a priority in our
Watershed. A watershed is the area of land where all
of the water that is under it or drains off of it goes into
the same place: Five are in Bexar County. Maybe it
was timing, but in 2007, our community also flooded
which ignited support for Laddie 3. Laddie 3 will un-
fortunately require the use of the entire property at the
Northwest Shopping Center. The property is located
in the 100 year flood plain and has flooded many
times. Our area of town is fully developed; therefore ,
eminent domain is being used to acquire property for
Laddie 3 construction. It will be sad to see the busi-
nesses move, but ultimately it is for the benefit of the
regional community. Bexar County will purchase the
land and assist with moving expenses for the tenants.
The plan is requesting tenants to move by September
1** and demolition is planned for the first of the year.
Bexar County will be holding additional meetings
for community input on the design of the green
space. Laddie 3 will not just be a hole in the ground
but a recreational green area. The County is look-
ing for your comments. Additional information
may be obtained at www.bexarfloodfacts.org or
call: 335.2011.
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| HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS

| District 7 Council Office............... 207-7044 1
I Code Compliance  ............... 311 =
| Animal Control............ccoeeeneennnn 311 1
LS AWS . e eteeieeee e eneeaeraeannnns 724-7097 =
CPS oo 353-2222 ,
1 Officer Serda. . ....ovvneeeeeneenerennenns 207-7421 I
} SAPD — West Substation............. 207-7420 }
| SAISD POlCE. .. .vvvvreeeeeesenennennes 271-3124 1
: VIA TIanSIt. cvonneeeeeeeeeeneenneananns 362-2019 :
| SAISD Truancy Office................. 223-2360 I
I I
Treasurer’s Report:
Checking: $5,232.86
Savings: $3,835.61 |
CD: $11,329.70 | *

Total Treasury:

$20,388.17

- Full Service Landscaping
- Privacy Fences
- Decks

Lorea Landscaping & Fence

Giamo Lorea
Phone (210) 5424169

- Quality Work
- Dependable Service
- Since 1999




BRT is Now VIA Primo
By Rob Sipes
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Much to our dismay, but not completely unexpected, the VIA Bus Rapid Transit route on Fredericks-
burg Road has undergone some significant changes. There were three rationales for changing BRT
into something more along the lines of an “enhanced” bus service:

1. The VIA Long Range Comprehensive Transportation Plan has decided that the route “may
require further study to determine if a rail alternative is appropriate.”

2. “Partnering agencies and stakeholders desire mixed-flow (no dedicated lanes) operation
for BRT.”

3. “Funding earmarked for reconstruction of Fredericksburg Rd... is deferred to 2012 and
2013.”

VIA tried to do a good job of selling their new service, but everyone in attendance at the latest Corri-
dor Council meeting saw right through it. VIA stated that by not doing dedicated lanes now, the
streets won’t have to be torn up again in the future for a rail line. When asked how soon a light rail
line could be built, we learned that it could be 15-20 years away.

We then asked who objected to dedicated lanes, since there had never been any vocal opposition at
any previous public meeting. Representatives from Balcones Heights also noted that they had not
heard of any opposition from businesses to dedicated bus lanes. It was finally revealed that the City
of San Antonio had some issues. This single change (an almost prerequisite of BRT service) will
iignificantly impact travel times to the Medical Center.

Another meeting attendee noted that the new brochures show standard busses. VIA responded that
no decision has been made yet on the bus type which will be used.

Ok... so we won’t have dedicated lanes, we may not have fancy buses, but at least Fredericksburg
Road will be fixed, right? “We are hoping to still do the concrete pads at the bus stops,” was the
only reply. | suggested that the BRT project be put on hold until 2012 when the funding to recon-

struct Fredericksburg Road would be available. It quickly became obvious that this funding may
never become available. ‘

| believe it is very unfair in that VIA says they needed to cut the money allocated for a 12 mile+ BRT
system from $133.5 million to $76.2 million when they are pushing fast and hard to spend $90 mil-
lion on just a 2.2 mile streetcar (i.e. rail) system downtown (operational in just a few years). Don’t
forget that the BRT project (and a portion of its money) also includes upgrades to the Alamodome
terminal and a new downtown Multi-modal facility which will be used by the streetcar. To say that
the most traveled route in San Antonio (downtown to the Medical Center) requires more study and is
lacking money is insulting. As | mentioned to VIA, any public vote on rail is going to be a hard sale
because people will say “it will just be chopped in half.”

Will this enhanced service be an overall benefit to our area? Yes, without a doubt. But, as another
representative said, “this is a substantially different product, from what we were sold.”
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CALENDAR REMINDERS
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:: July 4 Independence Day |u
i Citywide Celebration g| “~
May 14"“A“g“;t_ 7 Mo i :: Freedom Fest at Market Square
1esta Noche Del Rio g Fireworks Show at Woodlawn Lake |
= July 8 Concert Under The Stars

San Antonio Botanical Gardens

:: October 5 National Neighborhood
™ Night Out

. : L
San Antonio Botanical Gardens :: October 30

MPNA Garage Sale

June 11—13  Texas Folklife Festival |§

L
Institute of Texan Cultures = November 7 MPNA Home Tour

June 12 City Pools Open

)

June 18 Gartenfest g
Beethoven Maennerchor

June 19

Juneteenth Celebration

June 24 Concert Under the Stars
San Antonio Botanical Gardens !

NENNINESNSENNNEENERN,




Scholarship Committee News

The scholarship committee has been busy
this past spring. On May 1 we had our an-
nual spring garage sale. The day was per-
fect. It was bright and sunny with just
enough coolness in the air to make it a very
comfortable day. We have developed a fol-
lowing of loyal sellers and buyers. This
time we did not have as many vendors as
buyers, but it was still a good day.

In all we brought in right at $500.00 for the
day. As of now we not only have paid for
the scholarship that we are giving this
spring, but we have paid for the scholarship
we will be giving in the Spring of 2012.

We recently met with the finalist for this
year‘s scholarship. We had some out-
standing finalist. We want to congratulate
this year’s recipient Misty Marie Marrin.
Misty does not attend Jefferson High
School. She lives in the neighborhood and
attends St. Anthony’s High School. She
will be attending Briar Cliff University this
fall. She plans to become a pediatric nurse.
She has many accolades to her credit - tak-
ing PreAP and AP courses, becoming in-
volved in the community, being involved in
extra curricular activities, and a sense of de-
termination to make sure she achieves her
dreams. As she told the committee, the one
thing that she would like us to remember
about her is that she has heart. The commit-
tee agrees with her completely.

Please come and meet Misty as we will
honor her at our next association meet-
ing.

....... Continued from page 1
Thomas Jefferson was the first US President to
shake hands with the people instead of bowing to
them. After being sworn in as the third President,
he returned to his boarding house for his dinner.
All the seats were occupied. Jefferson politely de-
clined the seat offered by the wife of a Kentucky
senator.

He was a voracious reader who had a collected
around 6,000 books. Later he sold his collection of
books to the Library of Congress for $23,950. He
had collected books in seven different languages.
He had mastered the language Latin and Greek.

He died on the same day as John Adams, the
second president of the United States of America.
That day was July 4, 1826, fifty years after the
birth of our nation. They were originally friends
but became bitter political adversaries. They
lived fairly close to each other; it's said that when
one died, the other learned about it and more or
less decided that he could die, also.

Jefferson was instrumental in establishing the
monetary system of the US. It was he who made
the dollar the official currency of the US and he
advised the usage of the decimal system of money.
A cent became the denominator of a dollar. The
range of Jefferson's genius—his interests, abilities
and accomplishments—would be extraordinary in
any age. He developed an improved plow, the
swivel chair, a bookcase for reading several books
at a time, an improved dumbwaiter, a macaroni (as
in pasta) machine, and many other tools to
improve the life of the American farmer.

The last years of his life were spent in retirement
at Monticello, during which period he founded,
designed, and directed the building of the Univer-
sity of Virginia.

“Its soul, its climate, its equality, liberty,
laws, people, and manners. My god! how
little do my countrymen know what pre-
cious blessings they are in possession of,
and which no other people on earth enjoy!"

Thomas Jefferson




GUS MANN AUTOMOTIVE
2202 FREDERICKSBURG ROAD
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201
210-736-4221
WWW.GUSMANNAUTO.COM

COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE
AAA APPROVED REPAIR FACILITY
100% CUSTOMER SATISFACTION AWARD FROM AAA SINCE 2002

APPROVED TO PERFORM ALL MAINTENANCE SEVICES REQUIRED BY MANUFACTURERS IN

ORDER TO KEEP YOUR WARRANTY INTACT
WE ACCEPT MOST EXTENDED WARRANTY SERVICE PLANS
2 YEAR/24,000 MILE WARRANTY ON MOST REPAIRS
SERVING OUR COMMUNITY SINCE 1952

10% DISCOUNT WITH THIS AD (UP TO $50)

Just a gentle reminder that NO landscaping changes or modifications to the outside of your
home can be made in our historic district without the approval of the Office of Historic
Preservation.

F= Once proposed changes are presented, a determination will be made whether or not the pro- £
i posal must be presented to the Historic District Review Board.

The offices are located at 1901 S. Alamo in San Antonio, phone 215-9274.

You may contact the office on-line at ohp@sanantonio.gov.




